
In September 2019, Le Salon Vert will welcome 
a short-lived installation by the Geneva-based 
artist Séverin Guelpa, accompanied by a series 
of work done in glass. The performance will take 
place the evening of the vernissage.

Séverin Guelpa was born in 1974. He currently 
lives and works in Geneva. After completing a 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science at the 
University of Geneva, he went on to receive a 
Master’s degree in Visual Arts at the HEAD 
(Geneva). Guelpa has been an originator of a 
variety of initiatives, and has participated - among 
other projects - in the creation of Ressources 
Urbaines, Zabriskie Point, as well as Geneva’s 
Biennale for independent artists, the Biennale des 
Espaces d’art indépendant. In 2014, he created 
Matza, a program that unites artists, architects, 
and scientists to work together on ecological 
challenges in various regions of the world.
In October 2019, for the HEARINGS project, he 
will go to the Aletsch glacier and the Amazon 
rainforest to record sounds and transmit them 
live.

Séverin Guelpa’s work takes its inspiration from 
his experiences and expeditions in extreme 
conditions, in deserts and on glaciers. By 
putting himself face to face with the power of 
the elements as well as the fragility of resources 
in these regions at-risk, he looks closely at and 
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enjoys juxtaposing the tensions in the various 
balances between nature, human action, and 
resources. For him, the use of straps, ropes, 
and other suspended materials is a way to 
query the stabilities and instabilities between 
the environment and human activity. The 
physical experience of these places and the 
acknowledgement of resource degradation is a 
way to seize upon today’s ecological challenges 
and the radical changes our societies will have 
to confront. 

BROKEN was inspired by three journeys 
spent upon the Aletsch glacier between 2016 
and 2018, and the erosion of the neighboring 
mountains following the retreat of the ice and 
the progressive warming of the permafrost. 
BROKEN evokes the notion of risk and fragility, 
like an ecosystem that has already collapsed.

For more informations please contact the gallery salonvert.ch  |  guelpa.ch


