
For the 2016-2017 holiday season, the Carouge gal-
lery Le Salon Vert will welcome the work of the Swiss 
artist Mathilde Tinturier. The artist will be taking over 
the gallery—filling it with her airy, suspended mobiles 
and her wall creations made of branches, threads, 
flowers, feathers and glitter—thus transforming the 
space into a sparkling and colorful forest.

Mathilde Tinturier was born in Lausanne in 1983. She 
received her degree in painting and drawing from Ge-
neva’s Fine Arts academy (now the HEAD) in 2006, 
following time as an exchange student at La Cambre 
(Brussels). Beyond several collective and private 
exhibitions, including at La Ferme de la Chapelle, at 
the Cantonal Arts Museum of Lausanne, the Espace 
Arlaud and the Villa Bernasconi, she has created sce-
nery for Geneva’s Museum of Ethnography as well as 
for the Espace Sicli on the occasion of an architecture 
competition, and she has also created an installation 
for the CHUV in Lausanne. Endowed with a pedago-
gical degree, she teaches at the secondary school 
level and runs workshops in museums as a featured 
artist. She lives and works in Geneva, is a member 
of the Federation of Artists at the Usine Kugler, and 
is currently finishing a three-month residency at the 
Maison de la Créativité in Conches.

During her Erasmus exchange at La Cambre in Brus-
sells, Mathilde Tinturier first developed an interest in 
remnants, in what was leftover and forgotten after 
market days, and she started to collect her basic 
materials from this large, colorful and diverse mass 
of items abandoned in the street. She began to as-
semble them, to brighten them with colors or glitter, 
to create her own world with them by giving them 
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a second poetic existence. Once she returned to 
Switzerland, she noticed that most objects left on the 
ground are plant matter: dried leaves, the stems of 
abandoned flowers, old branches thus became the 
foundation for her creations and installations. By art-
fully arranging these simple and forgotten materials, 
using thread, wool and feathers, the artist creates 
her work—both light and subtle—that make up her 
singularly animist universe. By re-using the pieces of 
nothing that surround us, by transforming them into 
objects of contemplation, she sharpens forgotten 
feelings within us.
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