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From 17 september to 29 October 2016, the Ca-
rouge gallery le salon Vert will welcome the French 
artist Isabelle Ménéan. Ménéan, born in 1981, lives 
and works in Geneva. The exhibition will present her 
recent work on paper as well as an artist’s book pu-
blished for the occasion by editions Ripopée.

After having studied at the ecole d’arts appliqués 
in lyon (Department of Visual Communication), Isa-
belle Ménéan received her degree in 2008 from the 
ecole supérieur des beaux-arts in Geneva (today 
the HeaD) in painting/drawing. she was a curatorial 
member of the exhibition space at the Usine Kugler 
(Ge) from 2010 to 2012 and has been teaching at the 
ecole des beaux-arts du Genevois (annemasse, FR) 
since 2007. she has exhibited her work many times 
in Geneva and lausanne, but also in Grenoble and 
arles as well as Istanbul.

Isabelle Ménéan uses watercolors, charcoal, and 
India ink because the immediate and spontaneous 
nature of these media enables her to engage in a 
dialogue with chance. she enjoys exploring the ha-
phazard, bringing into creation shapes imbued with 
their own autonomy and their own life in order to then 
transform them using the progressive intuitions of 
her subtle, delicate and practiced brush stroke. she 
animates her colorful watercolors with nature-based 
energies, mixing plant and animal; in one example a 
passerine melts into the hedge on which it is perched, 
and in another a rose bush twists until it becomes a 
snake.

olympia, 2016
charcoal on paper

225 x 115 cm
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Vernissage: 17 september 2016, beginning at 18h
Exhibition: 18 september - 29 October 2016
Wednesday - Friday 14h30-18h30
saturday 11h-17h and by appointment
or online: www.salonvert.ch

For more information, please contact the gallery.
www.salonvert.ch

www.isabellemenean.net

Fascinated by ancient botanical prints, Isabelle Mé-
néan also investigates the human form—although 
this form is still part of a nature-based transforma-
tion, as can be seen in the large-scale “Olympia”, in 
charcoal. Here we see a Grecian figure overtaken by 
vegetation, emerging out of misty memories of Ma-
net, which then in turn evoke an echo of the slee-
ping Venus of Giorgione and of Titian. Ménéan is also 
inspired by French neo-baroque painters like Frago-
nard or boucher, in whose paintings the subjects find 
themselves lost inside luxurious and vast gardens 
which close around them to the point of suffocation.


