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From 6 February to 24 March, the Salon Vert 
gallery in Carouge will host an exhibition by the 
Genevan artist Séverin Guelpa.

Through a variety of installations, the artist 
continues to explore the connections between 
political space, people and their ability to live 
together. He immerses himself in the world of 
the Haut-Valais and its popular traditions in 
order to give shape to a series of pieces for 
the exhibition. Matza – Stones of Subsistence 
follows upon a series of travels as well as seve-
ral cultural issues with which he is engaged in 
Geneva.

 
Séverin Guelpa

Upon completion of his Master’s in Political 
Science at the University of Geneva, Séverin 
Guelpa continued his studies with a Master’s in 
Visual Arts at the HEAD (Geneva). He is a mem-
ber of numerous artist-supporting structures in 
Geneva (FPLCE and RAAC, etc.) and he has 
also been involved with several artist collectives 
including Espace Temporaire, Le Vélodrome, 
and “What about performance art?”
Today, Séverin Guelpa is simultaneously wor-
king on several exhibitions, directing a group 
exhibition between Switzerland and Greece, is 
artistic director of the independent art space 
Zabriskie Point in Geneva, as well as working 
toward the opening of an Artist-in-Residence 
space in the middle of the California desert.



Matza - Stones of Subsistence

Matza is the general name for a series of artis-
tic projects interested in territory as a space of 
collective affirmation and political emancipation. 
The name is inspired by the mazze, an instru-
ment that comes from the popular tradition of 
the Haut-Valais, an actual tool of direct demo-
cracy in service to the community. A chopping 
block in the shape of a human head, the mazze 
has been used since the 15th century as a sign 
of popular rebellion. It was brandished for the 
first time in 1494 by the local population against 
the power of the bishop in Sion.

The mazze is thus held up against a designated 
tyrant and set out in a public space. Inhabitants, 
called to unite and revolt, hammer a nail into it 
as a sign of rallying together.

Beyond the political role it has played in the his-
tory of the Haut-Valais, the mazze also carries a 
strong symbolism, forever linked to the identity 
of the Valais population. It is a testament of the 
determination of a community to defend itself 
and take control of its own destiny. The social, 
economic and political history of the Valais is 
thus made of these singular elements and these 
inventive processes which highlight the vivacity 
of a community, its profound connections of 
solidarity and its attachment to a territory and its 
resources.

Matza attempts to confront the «Valaisanne» 
experience, with its strengths and weaknesses, 
within a modern context and in terms of the 
challenges our societies face. Global mecha-
nisms, freed from geographic boundaries, have 
turned both physical and political touchstones 
upside down. These mechanisms have deeply 
modified the relationships citizens have with 
their territories, lands and cultures, causing 
many to feel disconnected. Faced with this 
shifting world, these touchstone elements are 
erased, leaving just as much disarray as confu-
sion.

In these conditions, space, in terms of a shared 
good, becomes an object of tension and iden-
tity withdrawal.

Matza takes the counterpart to this idea in order 
to reconsider land as a space of emancipa-
tion and political affirmation. Confronted with 
the crises of the western democracies, Matza 
probes the elements that unite a community 
and give structure to its political and economic 
organization. Through accounts of a practice 
as rudimentary as it was confirmed, it is the 
capacity of a population to decide upon its own 
social and spatial organization, as much as its 
generosity and its ability to adapt. The mazze 
thus becomes an emblem of a constructive 
self-determination and a desire to confront the 
challenges of our societies.

Matza has no pre-established form nor particu-
lar anchoring point. It is a manifesto, a point of 
departure, a connecting line between the indi-
vidual, the group and its environment in order 
to reveal their potential. By starting out from 
the history of a community, its practices and its 
codes, Matza sketches the outlines of a new 
political architecture…

For more information, please contact the gallery

www.salonvert.ch
www.guelpa.ch
www.matza.net


